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Local
Three left hurt after
shooting in Fort Myers
Michael Braun
Fort Myers News-Press
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

Three more shootings in Fort Myers
on Sunday brought the city’s total for
October to eight, with three of those
homicides.
“These were random, vicious, targeted acts,” Mayor Randall Henderson
said.

“The city is safe,” Fort Myers City
Manager Saeed Kazemi added.
Henderson and Kazemi, downtown
Sunday to celebrate the opening of the
Southwest Florida Community Foundation’s Collaboratory, both had no issue with saying the city is a safe place to
work and live.
“This is serious business,” HenderSee SHOOTINGS, Page 11A

ELECTION 2018

Amendment 9’s
odd couple:
Drilling, vaping
Bill Smith
Fort Myers News-Press
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

Fort Myers police said an argument
outside The Tea Room in the Miracle
Plaza off U.S. 41 led to the wounding
of three victims with
non-life-threatening injuries Sunday
morning. MICHAEL BRAUN/THE NEWS-PRESS

Florida voters can decide in November to ban offshore drilling in state waters, but if they do, they will also ban firing up a vapor e-cigarette at the workplace.
If they want to ban vaping on the job,
the offshore drilling ban comes with it.
The two proposals are bundled together as one of a dozen changes in the
state constitution proposed by the state
Constitutional Revision Commission.
The amendment will need 60 percent of the vote to pass.
The Florida Constitution requires a
review every 20 years and grants the
commission the power to submit questions to voters following a yearlong
process of soliciting public opinion.
Members of the Constitutional Revision Commission defend the decision to
combine two issues in a single ballot
question. They say the practice is
steeped in a state tradition, dating back
more than 40 years, that mandates a
fresh look at the constitution every 20
years.
“We grouped like-minded subject
matters, just like all the other commissioners did, and put them on the ballot,”
said former state Sen. Lisa Carlton, a
commission member. “The CRC started
out with 2,000 ideas; from those 2,000
ideas, you are left with 20 ideas that are
going to be considered.”
Carlton was a sponsor of Amendment 9 provision that would ban vaping
in the workplace. She co-sponsored the
companion measure in the Amendment 9 referendum, the proposal to create a constitutional ban on drilling for
oil in offshore state waters.
“The commission looked at it as sort
of our environmental subject amendment for voters to consider,” Carlton
said. “This is an environmental choice
for the voters.”
Each ballot question has serious implications for two major industries, tobacco and petroleum, by restricting the
operation of major profit centers. Each
question also has intense support
among people who don’t want oil drilling in the sea or vapor puffing in the
next cubicle.
Florida has prohibited drilling for oil
in state-owned waters — extending 10.5
statute miles into the Gulf of Mexico on
the west coast and 3.3 miles into the Atlantic Ocean on the east coast. Voters
will decide if the restriction belongs in
the constitution.
The current restriction can be removed by vote of the Legislature and
approval of the governor.

Sarah Owen, president & CEO of the Southwest Florida Community Foundation, welcomes the
community to tour the foundation’s new home, The Collaboratory, on Sunday in downtown Fort Myers.
KINFAY MOROTI/THE NEWS-PRESS

Collaboratory a place
to work on the future
A bit of Fort Myers’ past officially has a new, ambitious purpose
Michael Braun Fort Myers News-Press
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

The transformation of the former downtown Fort
Myers train depot from a museum of Old Florida to
a portal for the future relies not just on the physical
change but also with change wrought by Southwest
Florida residents.
A celebration of the depot’s transformation into

a public-private partnership now called the Collaboratory was held Sunday with The Southwest Florida Community Foundation hosting an open house,
public tours and a party at Bennett-Hart Park, next
to the building just off Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.
“It’s fantastic,” said Cole Peacock, a former board
See OPENING, Page 4A

See AMENDMENT 9, Page 5A

FREE TEST DATES:
Tuesday
October 23
Wednesday
October 24
Thursday
October 25
Friday
October 26

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
FREE HEARING TESTS SET FOR LEE & COLLIER RESIDENTS!

Florida licensed hearing professionals and Audiologists will be performing hearing tests at the dates
and locations listed. Hearing tests are recommended every three years for those 50 and above, or if any
hearing trouble happens to people of any age. These tests are performed as a public service and are
completely FREE OF CHARGE! You will receive a dated copy for your personal medical records. Your
ears will be inspected for wax as well, and in many instances wax removal could be done the same day
as the hearing test. Hearing testing is often not part of an annual physical, so please take advantage of
this opportunity to ﬁnd out where you stand. Any questions you have about hearing loss, balance issues,
“ringing ears”(Tinnitus), or the new research tying hearing loss to memory problems will be discussed in
detail for you!

Test Sites Are:
Fort Myers

Bonita Springs

Estero

13710 Metropolis Ave Suite 101 Fifteen 8th Street, Suite B 10020 Coconut Road, Suite 120
(1 Block West of Gulf Coast Hospital)

(Next to Royal Scoop Ice Cream)

(Brooks Town Center next to LabCorp)

PLEASE CALL 239-494-8651 TO SET AN
APPOINTMENT FOR YOUR FREE TESTING!

BRING A FAMILIAR VOICE FOR SPEECH TESTING
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Gillum, DeSantis to meet with editors
of several newspapers for live Q&A
James Call
Capitol Reporter
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Both Tallahassee Mayor Andrew Gillum and Republican Ron DeSantis, the
two front-runners to be the next Florida
governor, will meet separately Monday
at the Tallahassee Democrat with editors there and representatives of the
editorial boards of USA TODAY NETWORK-Florida.
DeSantis will be interviewed first to-

day . He’ll discuss the
campaign and his platform from 3-4 p.m.
Gillum will follow on
Oct. 31, with the time to
be determined.
The joint project in- DeSantis
cludes the News-Press,
the Pensacola News Journal, Florida Today, the Naples Daily News and the
Treasure Coast Newspapers.
Polls indicate that Gillum, seeking to
be the first Democrat to win a governor’s

Gillum

race in 20 years, and DeSantis, who resigned
from Congress earlier
this year to focus on the
campaign, are locked in a
statistical tie in what is
one of the nation’s closest competitions this

year.
Although Gilllum has led in every poll
since the August primary, his lead in
most surveys is within the margin of error.

How to participate
The events will be broadcast
live on the websites and Facebook pages of all six news
organizations. Voters can join
the questioning of the candidates by posting questions
during the interview at the
Facebook page of their local
USA TODAY NETWORK - Florida
newspaper. At least one question will be taken from each
site and asked live.
Go to facebook.com/
thenewspress

Opening
Continued from Page 3A

member and consultant to the the
Southwest Florida Museum of History,
which was previously housed at the depot. “It is great to see something like this
in downtown Fort Myers. It shows the
city is growing up.”
Peacock said that the use of the
building, once a segregated train station
with separate bathrooms, benches and
water fountains for white and black passengers, made sense.
“We’ve seen the good, bad and ugly in
Florida,” he said. “That no longer exists,
as least as long as the Collaboratory
works.”
Trish Francher, with the nonprofit
Keep Lee County Beautiful organization, said the Collaboratory would be a
great asset to the county.
“I think it’s beautiful,” she said. “It’s
an amazing program they’ve put together. We’re all competing for the common
good instead of all of us trying to do our
own thing.”
Plans for the Collaboratory is more
than just a home base for the Southwest
Florida Community Foundation. Foundation officials said the new site is expected to bring together other nonprofits and residents to foster growth and
expansion in the area.
“We’re not here to show you the
building but to imagine what can happen here,” said Sarah Owen, foundation
president and CEO. “What is it that we
can create together? We just don’t know
what’s going to happen next. We really
can’t wait to see.”
Among those hopes are the revitalization of Fort Myers’ Midtown area and
the expansion of downtown.
But it’s not just the city that will benefit, said Larry Hobbs, chairman of the
foundation.
“The concept will hopefully attract
millennials, nonprofits and philanthropics to work together,” he said. The
Collaboratory will spread its wealth
among the five-county Southwest Florida region, Lee, Collier, Charlotte, Glades
and Hendry counties.
“There are groups that are already
meeting here,” Hobbs said. “It’s just
starting.”
Those taking the 10-minute tour of
the old depot, now morphed into a
freshly painted and redirected workspace, seemed impressed.

TOP: Hundreds of
people toured The
Collaboratory, housed
in the old Fort Myers
train depot.

Foundation officials said
the new site is expected
to bring together other
nonprofits and residents
to foster growth and
expansion in the area.

LEFT: Sarah Owen,
president & CEO of the
Southwest Florida
Community
Foundation, welcomes
the community to tour
the foundation’s new
home. PHOTOS BY KINFAY
MOROTI/THE NEWS-PRESS

“It’s phenomenal,“ said Liz Abbot, a
local actress long active in community
affairs, after seeing where segregated
bathrooms are now simply restrooms,
and where color-separated waiting
rooms are now “idea rooms.”
“Sometimes Lee County blows my
mind,” she said. “I have chills. It gives
me a feeling that we are going to be doing great things.”
Connect with this reporter: MichaelBraunNP
(Facebook)
@MichaelBraunNP (Twitter).
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FLORIDA LOTTO
SAT., OCT. 20 .................3-13-14-30-35-46 (X3)
6 of 6: $3.5 million (0). Rolls over to $4 million.
5 of 6: $5,520 (18).
4 of 6: $72 (1,292). 3 of 6: $5 (25,146).
2 (with XTRA): Free ticket (58,042).

POWERBALL
SAT., OCT. 20 ................ 16-54-57-62-69 PB: 23 (X2)

LUCKY MONEY
FRIDAY, OCT. 19 .................................. 17-21-31-37 LB: 8
4+LB: $500,000 (0). Rolls over to $550,000.
4 of 4: $583.50 (9). 3+LB: $329 (35).
3 of 4: $53 (629). 2+LB: $20.50 (1,145).
2 of 4: $2 (19,673). 1+LB: $2.50 (10,537).
LB: Free ticket (26,818).

FANTASY 5
SATURDAY, OCT. 20................................. 10-15-17-18-33
5 of 5: $53,793.52 (4). 4 of 5: $112 (309).
3 of 5: $10 (9,325). 2 of 5: Free ticket (93,592).

PICK 2, 3, 4, 5
SUNDAY, OCT. 21 MIDDAY

5+PB: $470 million (0). Rolls over to $620 million.
5 of 5: $1 million (0).
4+PB: $50,000 (5). 4 of 5: $100 (158).
3+PB: $100 (393). 3 of 5: $7 (9,938).
2+PB: $7 (8,080). 1+PB: $4 (64,511). PB: $4 (160,858).

SATURDAY, OCT. 20 EVENING

MEGA MILLIONS

CASH4LIFE

FRIDAY, OCT. 19 ................ 15-23-53-65-70 MB: 7 (X2)

THURSDAY, OCT. 18 ..........................7-8-16-20-44 CB: 3

0-6 ................1-6-3 ................0-1-9-8 ................7-6-4-7-5
8-9................ 8-5-4................2-4-3-9 ................5-8-7-6-0

5+MB: $1 billion (0). Rolls over to $1.6 billion.
5 of 5: $1 million (1). 4+MB: $10,000 (19).
4 of 5: $500 (418). 3+MB: $200 (1,157).
3 of 5: $10 (26,990). 2+MB: $10 (25,759).
1+MB: $4 (209,491). MB: $2 (528,672).

FLORIDA LOTTERY RESULTS: VISIT FLALOTTERY.COM OR CALL 850-921-7529.

